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done this by root and branch administrative reforms, the
creation of a standing army, and a fleet of sixteen warships.
This dynamic conception of the task of government died with
the return of the Anglo-Saxon dynasty. Because he was either
unable or unwilling to govern, Edward the Confessor was the
last Anglo-Saxon to rule over the Anglo-Saxons. On his death
in 1066 England was surrounded with powerful and hostile
forces, to which without an army, a fleet, or a government, no
resistance was possible. There were, in the circumstances,
none who wished to see on the throne of England another
member of the old ruling house or even of the Anglo-Saxon race.
Harold Godwinson, an English earl of Danish descent, Harold
Hadrada, the King of Norway, and William, the Duke of
Normandy, were the only claimants.

Of the two Harolds the rebellious earl had more support than
the Norwegian king, although Earl Harold's brother was with
Harold Hadrada and many in Northumbria probably supported
him. As between Earl Harold and William of Normandy the
nobles and the townsmen were prepared to support whichever
could offer stable government. William won his battle and is
therefore called the Conqueror, but not because he conquered
England but because he conquered Harold, when his title was
at once recognized by the general body of nobles and churchmen.

The battle of Hastings was a decisive battle, but it was not
the conquest of a country. It was a conquest of power by a
man well fitted for it, and in those days power inevitably passed
into such hands. Cnut, a man as able and powerful as Charle-
magne's successor, Otto, had been one such; William of
Normandy was another. He was a man of genius, sprung from
one of those races of genius that appear so often in the spring-
time of a civilization. To compare the Normans of the eleventh
century with the Athenians would* seem ridiculous, yet it is none
the less the nearest comparison. Of the objective .achievement
they have left only their superb architecture in England,
northern France, arid Sicily. Their contemporary achieve-
ments, however, changed, or to be more, accurate preserved, the
face^ of Europe, They maintained the French tongue, the
C3hristiaiireUgion, and the Roman tradition against the Scan-
dinavian ilivaders of Northern Europe and against the rising